
  

 

 

PRESIDENTΩS REPORT TO THE 2011 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This year, 2011, has been 
a very exciting and busy 
year for the Nying Jey 
Projects organisation. 
 
In June, His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama came to 
Melbourne for teachings. 
During his visit, I was able 
to organise a meeting 
with the current NJP 
committee ς a very special 

and exciting moment for the committee members. His 
Holiness expressed his thanks to the committee for the 
wonderful work they do to improve the education 
opportunities for the Tibetan children and asked us all 
to keep up the good work. 
 
During the last twelve months, we have increased the 
number of sponsorships by 162. Over 100 of these are 
sponsorships for students in Tibet and there are still 
few applications to be finalised, so this number will 
hopefully increase. The numbers of students receiving 
tertiary scholarship has increased to 87, and many of 
our university students have completed their courses 
and graduated. 
 
The increase in the sponsor numbers has mainly come 
from the Sacred Footsteps Mandala Tour. The monks 
were brought to Australia specially for the purpose of 
promoting the sponsorship program, and it has been 
wonderfully successful with so many sponsors coming 
on board during the programs in NSW and Victoria.  
 
Many new sponsorships have come from the website. 
In August, I travelled again to Ganzi in east Tibet. Three 
members of the NJP committee travelled with me. It 
was a very successful and happy trip. We visited six of 
our seven nunneries and gave the money to all the 
nuns. The nuns were very glad to see us and showed us 
wonderful hospitality. It means a lot to them to receive 
these visits. 
 
The Ganzi committee organised for the students to 
come to town to meet us and receive their sponsor 
money directly from us. We had many more children 
this year because of the increase in sponsorship, but  

 
the process was much easier, because every year we 
are improving the organisation both in Australia and in 
Tibet. There was some money left over because of a 
very good exchange rate, and we gave this to the 
students without sponsors, to encourage them to 
continue going to school, until hopefully we find them a 
sponsor. 
 
On the same day, we also met with the scholarship 
students and their families. Twenty five of our students 
have now completed their studies and graduated. 
Some of them came back to thank us. We gave out 
money to the students, who are still studying, and 
many new ones who are now just beginning their 
studies. We now have 87 students being supported at 
university or tertiary colleges by NJP. 
 
During the visit, I saw great enthusiasm from the 
parents in Ganzi for sending their children to school. I 
think this is partly because of the twice a year financial 
help NJP is providing students. I think also the parents 
see that we are offering scholarships for students who 
can complete their secondary education. I am coming 
more and more to the view that ensuring a good 
education for the future of these young people is of the 
greatest importance ς even more important than the 
work we do for the monks and nuns. 
 
In Ganzi, we were also able to provide money from the 
NJP medical emergency fund for 5 people to help them 
with their medical expenses. 
 
Many thanks to the Nying Jey Projects committee for 
all their hard work and commitment over the last year. 
There have been some good changes and 
improvements made to the organisation. This helps us 
to keep our sponsors in the program, and keeps the 
funds flowing where they are so needed. Most of the 
committee has now been to Tibet and can really 
understand the value of this work. 
 
And lastly, thank you to all the sponsors who give so 
generously to our students, nuns and monks. I wish you 
all the best for a long and happy relationship with 
Nying Jey Projects. 
 
Geshe Sonam Thargye                  
September, 2011
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NYING -JEY PROJECTS  NEWS  

 

THE MONKS HAVE GONE 
After 6 months of travelling around New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia, the hard 

working monks from India on the Roof of the World Mandala Tour (sponsored by Drol Kar 

Buddhist Centre) have done their last sand mandala and returned to India. It was a very 

successful tour and one by-product was over 150 new sponsorships for NJP. We are extremely 

grateful to Sue Kirkwood, Sonam Rinchen, Sonam Kalsang and Kalsang Dhondup for all their 

hard and months on the road. 
 

 

 
WELCOME ALL NEW SPONSORS 
The recent months have seen a number of new 
sponsors join NJP. We hope that the process of 
connecting to NJP has gone smoothly for you. 
Most important is organising the sponsorship setup 
as quickly as possible, and getting the funds flowing 
to the people in need. 
 
You will receive a welcome/information pack 
shortly after your first payment, which will provide 
the basic information about how it all works. 
If you have any questions about your sponsorship, 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ to contact NJP via email or 
give us a call. The NJP website has more 
information. 
 
We hope you have a long and rewarding 
involvement with your sponsored student, nun or 
monk. 
 

Please Note: 

The 

Fundraising Dinner  

 

planned for Spring has had to be postponed  

until next year. 

 

We apologise for any inconvenience  

at this busy time. 
 

STAY TUNED!  

     

 

CURRENT STATISTICS 

 SPONSORED 
NEEDING 

SPONSORSHIP TOTAL 

STUDENTS 315 54 369 

NUNS 168 20 188 

MONKS 212 137 349 

TOTAL 613 270 883 

[September, 2011] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Currently sponsored students work with sons of 
committee members to fill out student data sheets 

during the recent visit by committee members. 

http://www.njp.org.au/


 

 

Sponsorship Changed my Life  
Interviews with Tertiary Students sponsored through NJP 

 

 

Deyang 
 

Deyang is a NJP-sponsored student at university in Beijing, majoring in Tibetan . Although majoring in Tibet an, her English 
is very good. Deyang and Drolma were invaluable in translating to fill in  the student data sheets on the recent Ganzi visit. 
 

What was your life like before you started receiving sponsorship from Nying -Jey 
Projects? 
Before I get the sponsorship from Nying -Jey Projects my life is poor. You know 
my parents are farmers and we have no person who will have a job and we are 
4 children in my family and Iôm the youngest one so I got the chance to go to 
school. I got 2 older brothers and because of the school fee they dropped out 
from school and became monks at Ganzi monastery ï both of them ï and my 
older sister now get married with a person who is a farmer too. Before I get 
sponsorship my life is a different. Thatôs all. 
 
What difference has that sponsorship made to you and your family? What can 
you do now? 
Since I got the sponsorship it decreased the burden on my family. I am studying 
in Beijing and the cost is very heavy. Its decreased the burden of my family.  
 
What have you bought with the sponsorship money? 
You know, Beijing is the capital of China and everything is very expensive, and I 
use my sponsorship to buy the books and pay the levy fees and to buy 
something to eat. Most of the money I use to study.  
 
What do you want to do when you finish university?  

In Tibet there is only a few people going to university and I know Iôm lucky really and I know I have a responsibility to 
study and repay the society. We know, everybody knows Tibet is very poor in the physical, in materials and after I finish 
my university I still study the graduate and if I have the chance I will go abroad to study, t o continue, then when I finish 
the study I want to be a great teacher. You know my major is Tibetan language and literature, so I just want to be a 
teacher and to improve Tibetan culture and to introduce it to all of the world. Thatôs my dream. 
 
If you hadnôt received sponsorship from Nying-Jey Projects, what would you be doing with your life?  
If I didnôt get the sponsorship then maybe I would lost my study maybe, but I think its impossible to study ï my parents 
are very support my study and they give me gr eat hope. Maybe they would go to borrow the money from my relatives. In 
short really I want to say thank you to all of members of Nying -Jey Projects. Because of your help my family does not have 
to bankrupt itself. Thank you very much, really. I will never  let you down and I will study harder and harder for all of you 
and my parents. 
 
 

Letter from Damchoe Drolma 
 

Dear sponsors and donors. Hello from here in Tibet. 

 

I am Damchoe Drolma who has received sponsorship from 2005 ï 2009. 

 

In 2005, I passed into South-West University. After I graduated in 2009, I found work in Serta County in Sichuan 

Province. 

 

I got a job teaching Tibetan language. Because of your help I got the opportunity to finish my studies. 

 

Thank you so much for your help. I wish everyone great happiness. 

 

Tashi delek.  Sincerely Damchoe Drolma 



 

Jampa Choetso 
 

Jampa Choetso has been studying 

Tibetan language for 3 years at the 

South West University for 

Nationalities, in Chengdu. She has 

one more year to go.  

 

Darren Fahroedin, NJP Vice-President 

interviewed her in Ganzi, with Geshe 

Sonam translating: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was life like before being able to go to university? 
She was worried about whether she had passed her exams well enough to enter university, and very worried about how to 
get enough money to pay for tuition. Now after 3 years she is very happy and confident. When she finishes she will get a 
job and help her mum and to help local society.  

 

What do you hope to do when you finish? 
A government job. She doesnôt know what kind of government job they will give her. Maybe in some local village in Ganzi 
area. Its important to finish university to get a government job. Otherwise impossible to get a government job.  

 

What would life have held if you didnôt go to university? 
The best she could do would be to be a nun or a farmer. After university she has 100% chance of getting a job.  

 

Would there have been any chance to go to university without the NJP sponsorship? 
If you no give money for sponsorship, she has no chance to go to university, because h er family is very poor.  

 

Its lovely to be able to sponsor and help you complete your studies 
From the bottom of her heart, Thank you so much.  

 
 

Letter from Lhaga 
 

Lhaga is a former university student who received a Nying-Jey Projects university scholarship. She is now 
employed, as a result. 
 
Lhaga studied for three years at She-bay University, studying Chinese and Tibetan languages. 
This letter was given to Geshe Sonam by her father when he and some of the NJP committee visited Shinnay 
village recently. Lhaga is from neighbouring Lhagote village. It was translated by Geshe Sonam and transcribed 
by Darren Fahroedin. 
 

Thank you to sponsor program 
Dear Sponsor 
 
Regarding your help to me to go to university, thank you so much. 
I have now completed my course and was successful in my exams. 
I am now living in a village called Zacheka village, similar to my home village, 300km away. 
I have got a government job working there. 
 
In future I really want to help the Tibetan people. 
I request the Nying-Jey Projects committee to continue to assist people similar to me because it has been a 
great help to get me to where I am now. 
 
From the bottom of my heart, Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 



Drolma 
 

Drolma is a NJP-sponsored student in Beijing ï 27 hours away by óhard seatô on the train.  Another student with great 

English. Drolma helped with student photographs  and translating to fill in the student data sheets on the recent Ganzi visit.  
 

What was your life like before you started receiving sponsorship from Nying -Jey 
Projects? 

There have many pressures. You know my family is only a farmer. My parents are only 
farmers and I have an old grandmother and then I have a younger brother. So he also 
go to school, so just like that my family to support me and my brother to go to school  
and to pay some, pay many, a lot of school fee ï its a difficult thing, and when I go to 
school I know I go to school then my parents have many difficulties so when I study 
Iôm not so happy. Yes just like that. 

 
What difference has that sponsorship made to your life? 
OK, there are many, many good things to me. One thing is your group helps me and 
told me you should help others. When you can stand on your foot then you should help 
others ï thatôs one thing. Another is when I study Iôm so happy because my school fee 
I can get from your group so I can study well and I think of my family I am feeling well 
and I know they didnôt in order to pay my school fee, do hard work. And also I think, 
now I get money to your group, when I get job I also like to help others . 

 
What have you bought with the sponsorship money? 
There are some ways to spend it. One way is to pay the school fee. One is to buy some books and like that. Its enough. 
Really, really thanks.  

 
What do you want to do when you finish university?  

When I fi nish the university study I want to go to foreigner to study again and I want to get job in the foreigner just like in 
your group then come back to Tibet and find some difficult student to contact to help them. I donôt want to work for the 
government or something like that, I want to free and help others more.  

 
If you hadnôt received sponsorship from Nying-Jey Projects, what would you be doing with your life?  
It would be more trouble for my parents. Iôm really thanks, really thanksésponsor to me - it means we can improve our 
Tibetan culture. 

 

 

 

Letter from Tsering Yudron 
 

Dear Geshe Sonam Thargye: 

 

I am a student of Southwest nationality university who got your sponsorship. 

 

Your good help likes the manna are moistening our heart and lets us continue our study. So let me represent all 

schoolmates to you to say the sound of thanks 

 

As we all know, our Tibet is sacred place, Not only because of the high mountain, beautiful scenery, but also 

because of outstanding humanities culture. It also was pretty famous in the thousand years ago. Our ancestors 

were powerful and we have large territory in the world. But now it is different. We satisfy the historical 

achievement, between each other fill envious hatred and doesnôt know enterprising. 

 

In the 21 century, everyone have realized the knowledge is the only way to save ourselves. and the people let 

children go to school study. But in any way, we are very poor and it is not easy for us to pay the tuition. 

However, your help lighten our burden and make a convenient for us, thanks again. We fell behind, now. 

 

We know it is not an easy thing that you collect money for us, but you donôt care the hard and difficult. Thank 

you. We will study harder and harder. 

 

Best wishes! 

Sincerely: Tsering Yudron 20th\ Aug \2011 



 

Have you thought about Sponsoring a Tertiary Student? 
 

I hadnôt - until meeting some final year high school 

students several years ago. On each visit to East Tibet 

the maturity and purposefulness of the older students 

has been striking. Although they seem to have things 

under control they actually have very few options 

once they leave school ï unless they can get a hand to 

continue studying at university.  

 

Our students typically have choices like these after 

school: They can continue with their parents in 

farming or herding work and live a life of hard labour 

and minimal income and healthcare ï in turn leading 

to a similar outcome for their own children in years to 

come. Or they can become a nun or monk for the rest 

of their lives ï a noble way certainly, but all too often 

a path taken when there is no other. Another option 

can be to work in, say, a restaurant as a waitress or 

waiter - and eat and sleep there as well ï an 

existence, but not much of one.  Even the opportunity 

to do this would be limited. 

 

Not all students have the academic ability to study at 

tertiary level, but for those that can, to be denied that 

chance is a terrible waste, especially amongst a 

population that is in desperate need of role models 

and leaders. 

An advantage of sponsoring a late or final year high 

school student that wants to continue on to tertiary 

education is that they often speak and write quite 

good English, making communication with a sponsor 

much easier. I know from talking with them that once 

they have been given the opportunity they are very 

highly motivated and very much aware of the lifeline 

they have been thrown, and they often mention the 

goal of helping their own society. 

 

It does cost more to sponsor a tertiary student but 

arguably the benefit to the community is greater. 

Tertiary students currently sponsored by NJP plan to 

become teachers, government employees and doctors. 

All of these roles are about helping others in their 

community. Courses are typically 3 or 4 years, and 

enabling a student the chance to escape adult poverty 

would take about $80 a month. This isnôt the full cost 

of living away from home and studying at university, 

but combined with what a family can raise and 

borrow enables a number of NJP students to change 

their adult lives and their community in a way that 

other students canôt.

 

 
Tertiary students currently sponsored through NJP.


