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Welcome to our September quarterly newsletter
Spring has finally arrived in all its glory, coloring our landscape and reminding us all of the ever changing nature of
our surroundings. July/August saw Geshe Sonam Thargye and several NJP sponsors visit the students and nuns
living in and around Ganzi and many of its remote surrounding districts. The Tibet travellers had a Spring /Summer
experience of a different kind with wildflowers in abundance on the hillsides near Ganzi, met large groups of
students, visit several nunneries and happened upon a major festival event. But more of that further on.
NJP President’s update
Tashi delek and my very best regards to all our NJP sponsors. Over the winter I was able to have a few months in Tibet - time with
my family, catching up with local news, with monks from the local monasteries, making arrangements for sponsorship
payments and organizing scholarships for 95 new and
continuing university students. It was wonderful to be
able to spend so much time in my home environment.
I was also making arrangements to host the Summer in
Tibet tour visitors. We had a great time and I think
everyone enjoyed the experience. Summer in Tibet is so
pretty with the wildflowers on the hillsides.
Spring flowers Ganzi Tibet
Geshe Sonam enjoys timeout with local monks

I want to take this opportunity to once
again thank our sponsors for their
continuing support of the students, nuns
and monks. We have made a great effort
this year to update details about all our
beneficiaries, and we hope sponsors
enjoy receiving the letters and hopefully
new photos which are gradually being
sent out.

We know sponsors hope for more
regular communication and up to date
information, but it is so difficult to
achieve this considering local conditions,
distance, language and cultural
differences of our representatives in
Tibet and India, and of course
restrictions on movement and media in
Tibet. Even at the gathering of students
in Ganzi, many students cannot come at

the time we are there, so we cannot
collect letters and new photos from
them. We hope our sponsors understand
that we do the best we can, given the
circumstances we work under. I really
want to suggest that the best way to find
out more about your student, nun or
monk is to one day join us on a trip to
Tibet or India if you can.

Letters from Tibet
The tour group returned with over 280 letters to sponsors from students, and many new photos of the children. The translation of the
letters takes quite a long time, but many have already been translated – thanks to Lobsang and Dolyang - and letters and/or photos
are on their way to sponsors. The rest will be posted over the next few weeks.

HAVE YOU CHANGED ADDRESS?
Postal or email?
Help us to stay in communication with you.
Contact NJP: njprojects@gmail.com

Tibet Tour 2016

“Once a year, go someplace you’ve never been before”

The highlight of the visit for the sponsors was undoubtedly finally meeting with their sponsored student, or nun.

Rouana Barber with
Jamchub Choeden and mum

Sue Baensch with her
Gyawanta nun Yangtso

A new coat for student
Tenpa Choetso

Meeting the nuns and students

Geshe Sonam has put together a film documenting the
tour and many of the special moments including Sacred
Tibetan dances and food, and a Tara Festival hosted by
one of the Nunneries. The video will be available on our
website and Facebook page in the near future
Photos
Above – the student gatherings; meeting the nuns
Left- delivering the sponsorship payments.

Tara Festival
A very old revered Tara statue, which had
not been on display for more than 25 years,
was brought out and put on show. The
event was celebrated with a 3-day festival
including offerings and prayers,
Tibetan music and dance, lots of Tibetan
food and a great communal atmosphere.
Such events are quite rare and can occur
rather spontaneously. People travelled long
distances to be a part of it all.
The Aussie tour group was able to attend
two days of the festival – a case of right
place, right time.

Journey Into Tibet – There and Back Again – Sue Baensch
How do I describe the vast beauty of the landscape and the unbelievable
friendliness of the people? The thrill of meeting and spending time with my
sponsored nun, Yangtso and student, Tenpa Choetso, and her grandmother?
Being the only westerners among hundreds of Tibetans at a White Tara festival
held at Trarka nunnery on a mountainside overlooking Ganzi?
The amazing hospitality and beautiful chanting of the nuns, who made us feel
like rock stars when we visited them? Living in Geshe Sonam’s family home in
Ganzi where we were made to feel like part of the family?
All this and so much more contributed to making the three weeks I spent in Tibet
and Chengdu (did I mention there were PANDAS??!!) one of the most amazing
experiences I’ve ever had.

Structure of the Chinese National School System

2016 NJP
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday 20 November – 11.00am
625 Nortons Road, Paraparap
Victoria 3240
Anyone interested in attending, or
in receiving a copy of the agenda for the meeting,
please email NJP at njprojects@gmail.com

For sponsors of students in Tibet below are the levels in the
Chinese school system with the Australian year equivalent.

School level

China

Australia

Primary school

years 1-6

years p-6

years 1-3

years 7-9

years 1-3

years 10-12

1-3/4 years

1- 3/4 years

Middle school/
junior high
High secondary/
senior high school
University/
tertiary courses

Lobsang Gyantse – A life saved
Dear Nying Jey Projects
Thank you to all of the helpers for this money. When
I got my injury it has caused me a lot of pain and we
have gone into debt. This money will help a lot to pay
back the debt. I really appreciate how much you have
given. My future looks better and better and this
makes me happy.
I wish for the couple (his sponsors) and other
sponsors to be well and not to get ill. I wish that one
day thay can come to Tibet and visit me, as I can’t go
to Australia. All I can say is thank-you and I really
appreciate it. I promise to keep studying harder and
harder.
Also thank you for the clothes I received. They were
very cool

Our readers may remember NJPs
request to sponsors to help young
Lobsang Gyantse who was suffering
from a serious injury and infection to
his leg. His mother and family had
incurred
considerable
medical
expenses for operations and were
faced with huge debts to pay for his
treatment.
Donations from the NJP Medical
Emergency Fund and from individual
donors enabled us to sent $1180 to
Tibet.
Lobsang sent this letter of thanks to
NJP and the people who sent
donations.

A Letter to NJP - Peter Crick and Liz Holliday
Peter Crick and Liz Holliday connected to NJP in 2011 during the Dalai Lama’s visit
to Melbourne. The Sacred Footsteps Tour monks were present at the teaching
venue and the Crick family decided to sponsor 2 young students, relatives of
Sonam Rinchen one of our SFT mandala monks.
Peter and Liz have taken their sponsorship of Dawa and Tashi to a remarkably
generous level as you will see from the letter below sent to NJP recently.
An update on our sponsorship activity
M375, Dawa Tseten student &
M376, Tashi Lhamo student.

Dawa recently graduated high school, so I
shall travel to India again on the 23rd of this
month to enrol and pay for Dawa’s Tertiary
education at a Private Business University
in Bangalore. Whilst there I shall also make
the final year’s payment on Tashi’s
Undergraduate tuition fees.
In order to facilitate their education, we
have also provided both Tashi and Dawa
with new laptop computers. Tashi shall
graduate from her Undergraduate studies
early next year and is planning on
undertaking Post Graduate study and
pursuing a Master’s Degree in Politics.
In 2014 when Tashi began her
Undergraduate studies we secured a

private 2 bed apartment for her in the
centre of Bangalore. This apartment is
humble by Western standards, but large
enough for two people, so Dawa will
therefore be able to live with his older
sister when he moves to Bangalore next
week. We are committed to keeping this
apartment
or
other
alternative
accommodation whilst ever Tashi or
Dawa require it.
Tashi and Dawa have two uncles; Geshe
Sonam Rinchen who was in Australia
during the Dalai Lama’s visit to
Melbourne in 2011, and Geshe Lobsang.
Geshe Sonam had worked for the Dalai
Lama for quite a while assisting dying
monks to pass to the next life. Both he
and Geshe Lobsang had always planned
for their futures to involve selling
Buddhist trinkets on the Nepalese border
in order to fund Tashi and Dawa’s
education costs.
This all changed in 2011 when, through
NJP, we sponsored Tashi and Dawa. The
NJP Sponsorship program has meant that
whilst the ongoing costs associated with

Sponsorship
27-Sep-2016

Sponsored

Seeking

TOTAL

Students

367

95

462

Nuns

144

42

186

Monks

163

160

323

TOTAL

674

297

971

Tashi and Dawa’s education and living
expenses are being paid for, both Geshe
Lobsang and Geshe Sonam are free to
pursue their calling as Geshes. Further to
this, Geshe Lobsang has just been posted
to a monastery in the U.S.A. to pursue
further advanced study. Geshe Sonam is
continuing his work with the Dalai Lama.
None of this would have been possible
without NJP; thank you.
Many thanks. Peter and Lizzy

Liz and Peter with Sonam Rinchen
at the Convention Centre in 2011

